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1 Instructions

1.1 Common Instructions

The instructions shown in this subsection were seen by participants regardless of

their treatment. These initial instructions aimed to familiarize participants with

the mechanism through which they submitted their posteriors.

Figure 1: Initial Instructions I

Figure 1 shows the initial page presented to the participants. To ensure that

participants spend time internalizing the information, the Next button was made

available only after a countdown of 30 seconds.1 On this, and every other page,

there is initially no indicator on the slider via which participants submit their

probabilities. We made this decision to prevent participants from being anchored.

The indicator and accompanying probabilities show up only after participants

click somewhere on the slider. Compare the left (before clicking) and right (af-

ter clicking) screenshots in Figure 1.

1Compare buttons on the bottom of the left and right screenshots shown in Figure 1. The left
screenshot is taken 3 seconds after the page was loaded, whereas the right screenshot is taken after
at least 30 seconds.
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Figure 2: Initial Instructions II

Instructions continue by giving participants two more examples and reminding

them how the mechanism works; see Figure 2. After these examples, participants

are invited to start a simple comprehension test to ensure they know how to use

the slider properly, see Figure 3.

Figure 3: Initial Instructions II

If participants submitted wrong answers more than twice, they were not al-
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